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CONPIDENTIAL ATHENS 8180 

EO 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, GR, CY, TU, UN 

SUB: UN CONPERENCE ON THE STANDARDIZATION OP GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

REF: STATE 21 1624 

1. WE APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S PROMPT RESPONSE. ALTHOUGH WE 
HAVE NO PROBLEM IN RESPONDING TO THE GOG PER PARAGRAPH TWO OP 
REFTEL (AND WILL BE DOING SO), WE ARE BOTHERED BY THE INSTRUCTIONS 
IN PARAGRAPH THREE AND RECOMMEND THAT THEY BE RECONSIDERED. 

2. THAT THIS IS A TECHNICAL CONPERENCE IS WELL KNOWN TO THOSE 
WHO DEAL WITH THESE QUESTIONS. BUT THIS IS NOT KNOWN OR UNDER- 
STOOD BY THE PUBLIC AT LARGE. AN ACTIVE US EPPORT TO SCUTTLE THE 
RESOLUTION AND, IF THIS FAILS, A US VOTE AGAINST IT WILL BE SEEN 

BY THE GREEKS AS ONE MORE EXAMPLE OP THE US SIDING WITH THE TURKS. 
THE PACT THE CONPERENCE IS TAKING PLACE IN ATHENS ALSO MEANS THAT 
OUR STAND WILL RECEIVE INTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE AND NOTHING WE SAY 
ABOUT THE "TECHNICAL" NATURE OP THE CONFERENCE WILL COUNTERACT 
THE ATTACKS AGAINST US. MOREOVER, OUR STAND ON THIS ISSUE WILL 
REINFORCE THE ADVERSE REACTION WE CAN EXPECT HERE WITH RESPECT TO 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL ON THE VAROSHA ISSUE. 

3. IN VIEW OP THE ABOVE, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT THE INSTRUCTIONS 
IN PARAGRAPH THREE OP REPTEL TO THE US DELEGATION BE AMENDED SO 
THAT THE US DELEGATION DOES NOT TAKE THE LEAD IN EPFORTS TO 
SIDETRACK THE RESOLUTION IN COMMITTEE AND THAT IP THE RESOLUTION 
COMES BEPORE THE PLENARY THE US DELEGATION BE AUTHORIZED TO 
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ABSTAIN. MY MAIN CONCERN IS THAT, HOWEVER DESIRABLE IT MAY BE TO 
TAKE THE LEAD IN OPPOSING THE POLITICIZATION OP TECHNICAL CON- 
PERENCES, TO DO SO ON THIS ISSUE AT THIS TIME IN THIS CITY WILL 
MAKE IT MORE DIPFICULT FOR US TO PLAY A CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN THE 
ONGOING EPFORTS TO HELP SETTLE THE PROBLEMS IN THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN. IN WEIGHING THE RELATIVE VALUE OF THE TWO CASES, 

IT SEEMS CLEAR TO ME THAT MAINTAINING OUR BONA TIDES WITH BOTH 
GREEKS AND TURKS IS CONSIDERABLY MORE IMPORTANT. IN ANY CASE, 

I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE OPPOSITION TO ANY SUCH 
RESOLUTION AMONG OTHER DELEGATIONS AND IT MAY NOT BE NECESSARY 
POR US TO PLAY A PROMINENT ROLE IN OPPOSING IT. 

MILLS 
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